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FROM THE ]SW YORK TRIBUNE OF MAY .16tii. 

That a lecture slioiild be repeated in New York is a rare occur- 
rence. That a lecture on Anti-Slavery should be repeated in New 
York, even before a few despised ' fanatics,' is an iinparallelled oc- 
currence. But that an Anti-Slavery lecture should be repeated 
night after night to successive multitudes, each more enthusiastic 
than the last, marks the epoch of a revolution in popular feeling. 
It is an era in the history of liberty. 

Niblo's Theatre was crowded last evening long before the hour 
of commencement. Hundreds stood throue'h the three hours' 
lecture. The equality of the races was practically asserted by the 
presence of both in pit and boxes. Gray-headed men were there, 
young men, all with earnest look. Fans were waving ; epaulettes 
were not wanting. We give a full report of the words of the lec- 
ture, but only of the words. 

The magnificent presence of the orator, physically as well as 
mentally a giant, and symmetrical as his own orations; the grand 
organ-music of his voice bearing to the heart the intense convic- 
tion that it comes deep out of the heart. Tiie calm strength of 
his delivery, breathing the conscious assurance of eventual victo- 
ry ; the thunder-bursts of cheers and bravos which ran electric 
through the entranced circle of listeners — echoes of thunder-bursts 
of eloquence — all these we cannot give. We give the words alone. 



LECTURE. 



Mr. Sumner was conducted to the stage by Mr. Josepli Blunt* 
the Chairman of the occasion. Mr. Blunt said : 

Fellow Citizens : — The events lately transpiruig on the 
western frontier of Missouri ha.ve attracted the public attention 
and deeply interested the American community. Connected with 
the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, they have shown to the 
people of the Northern States that there is no utility in unneces- 
sary or further concessions. That on the subject of Shivery we 
must stand upon the ground marked out by our fathers who 
fornied that Constitution ; that we must maintain the rights of 
; the free men of the North to the public territory not yet cursed 
I v.-itli Slaverv. What measures may be necessarv in order to 
[ mauitain those rights depends alone u|X)n the future. Congress, 
Mil repealing the Missouri Compromise, 0])ened tliat territory to 
I the contest concerning' that excitino* toDic which has so deeply 
I divided the American people since th.e establisiiment of our Gov- 
i ^'nuiient. Tlie settlers and residents in th^it territory have been 

I' ••iienced, and their voices overborne bv an onxanized an armed in- 
•'nsion from a neiirhborinp- state. In the exciiino' contest the first 
''lood has been slied. How far it is to go must depend upon the 
hiture and upon the exercise of the constitrdional powers vested 
ill the Chief I^Iaodstrate of the countrv. If he lias wisdom, firm- 
|io<?, and decision, lie may prevent fatal results. 'Without that, 
I !|- nuist depend upon, the freemer. of the North to determine that 
I 'iicir constitutional rights shall be at all events maintained. In. 
I tlie lust Congress there were representatives from the North who 
I ^lood hrmlv and manfullv bv tluj riolits of their constituents. 
1 Anidiig them was one whoni I now irdroduce to vou — the states- 
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man, the scholar, and tlie gentleman — Charles Sumker of Mas- 
sacl 111 setts. 

Mr. Sumner "nyas received with tremendous applause "vvhich \va,s 
prolonged for several minutes. "When at last it had subsided lie 
said : 

Mu. PiiEsiEENT AND Fjaj.o^v-CiTiziiNs OF IsEW Yop.K : — YoTi liaYo nptly 
Baid, Mr. Prcsicleiil:, lliat 'svc arc on the tve of a contest, imd l-sliall b« 
liapjiy ir auy words Unit may i'ali from my lips may inTigorate a single 
soul 1.0 perform tlie duty wliicli becomes a free man. History aboimdsiii 
Yicissitiides. From weakness and Immilit.y, men ascend to power niid 
place. From defeat and dispai'agement, enterj^rises are lifted to triiimj'li 
and acceptance. The martyr of to-daj^ i& gratefully enshrined oii the 
morrow. The stone that the "builders rejecled is made the liead of the 
corner. Thus it always has been, and ever will he. 

Only twenty years ago — in 1S85 — tlic friends of the slave in onr conn- 
try were W'cak and hnmule, "v^hile their great entei prise, jnst then shoAv- 
ing itself, was trampled down and despised. Ihe small companies tlioii 
gathered together in the name of Freedom were interrnpted and ofloii 
dispersed V;y riotous mohs. At Boston, a feeble association of wcmicn, 
called the Female Anti-shivery kfociety, conyenod in a s-mail room of an 
upper story, in an obscure building, was insulted, and then driven out of 
doors by a frantic crowd, politely teimed, at the time, an assemblage ol' 
"gentlemen of propei-ty and standing." which, after vjirions deeds oi' vio- 
lence and yileness, next directed itself on ^Yilliam Lloyd Garrisor.— 
known as the determijicd editor of .77/e Libcraior, and the originator of 
the Anti-blavery enterprise in onr day — aiK), ruthlessly tearing him avay 
amid savage threats, and with a halter about his neck, dragged him 
through the streets, until at last, guilty only of loving liberty, if no; 
wisely, too well, this unolt'ending citizen was thrust into the eonuxion jail 
for protection against an infuiiate ]iopulace. Eoi' Avas J3oston aioviO. 
Fven villages in remote ir.i'al solitude belolied forth in similar out nu^c. 
"While the lai'ge towns, like Providence, Il'>ew Haven,, IJtica, "WorcesltT, 
Alton, Cincinnati, F5altimore, Fhiladel])hia, and iS'ew York, became ?o 
many liery craters, overilowing with rage and madness. "Wliat Inwloit 
violence failed to accomplish was next urged thiough the forms of lav. 
I'y solemn legislative acts, the Slave States called on the Free State?, 
''prom])tly ar^d elfectually tosuppi ess all associations within their ]'es];0(t- 
ivc limits, purportirig to be Abolition Societies," and Fhode Island, iia?-- 
achusetts and isew "^'oik, basely hearkened to the base proposition. 
Fress, too, witb untold ]u:twer, exerted itself in this behalf, while lhe]'»il- 
pit., the politician, ar;d the mercliant, cons])ired to stifle discussion, tiiiti! 
the voice of freedom was iiiished to a whisper " ahis, almost aiVaid to 
know itself." 

Since tlien, in the lapse of Ji few^ vca.rs only, a chaniie has t:ake]i ] laci^ 
Instead oi those small con]])anies counted Irv t<'riS, we have now ini' 
mighty assembly counted by thousands; instc.'ad of an insignificant apavi- 
ment, like that in lloston, the mero appendage of a printing oflice; ^^ lieic, 
as in the manger itself, Truth was eivadied, we have nov,' this Meti o])olit:in 
Hall, ample in ju'oportions and central in ]->laee ; instead of a prolar.eant! 
clamorous mob beating at. our gates, disjiersing our assembly, and inak- 
ing «>ne of our number the victim (»f its fury, we have now peace anvl 



harmony at Unguarded dooi's, ruftlod only by a generous couipctitloa 
to piii'ticipata in tliis ocea-^ion ; while le^^'Ulators openly declare their 
sviiip^ithies, villa\^'e3, towns and cities vie in the new mauifesbation, and 
tiic press itself, with ineroased power, lierahls, applauds and extends the 
pravailiut; infUionce, whie!i, ovei'fiowing fromi every fountain, and pour- 
in^' throu;i,'h every channel, at last, by the awakened voice of pulpit, poli- 
tioiaa and niorehant swells into an irrepressible cry. 

Mere is a gi'eat change worthy of notice and memory, for it attests tiie 
fii'it 3ta;^e of victory. Slavery, in all its many-sided wrong still contin- 
ue.j; bun here in this metropolis, aye, sir, and throughout the whole 
Xoi'th, freedom of discussion is at length secured. And this, I say, is the 
tirst stiige of victory — herald of the transcendent future. 

" Hark! a glad voice the lonely desert cheers ; 
Prepare tlie way! a God, a God appears? 
A God! a God ! the vocal hills reply ; 
The rocks proclaim the approaching Deity. 

Xor is there anything peculiar in the trials to wliicli our cause lias been 
evposod. Tlius in all ages has Truth been encountered. At, first perse- 
Ciir-d, giiggedj silenced, cruoiiied, she has cried out from the prison, from 
torture, from the stake, from the cross, until at last her voice iiasbeen 
heard. And when that voice is really heard, wliethcr iri martyr cries or 
ill eart'iijuake tones of civil convulsion, or in the calmness of ordinary 
speech such as I now employ, or in tliat still, small utterance inaudible to 
t!ie common ear, then is the baginning of victory! " Give me where to 
stand and [ will move the wo."ld," s:ud Archimedes; and Truth asks no 
iO')!'o than did the master of geometry, 

V'icvved in this asp.icb, the present oecasioa rises above an ordinary 
course of lectures or series of political meetings. It is the inauguration 
of Froodoni. From this time forward her voice of warning and command 
eaiiRot be silenced. Tiie sensiiivo sytnpathies of pi'operty may, in this 
C'jiamercial mart, once again recognize property in man; the watchful 
Pi'i!3S itself m.ay falter or fail, but the vantage-ground of free discussion 
now achieved cannot be lost. On tliis I take my stand and, as from the 
Mount of Vision, behold the wliole liold of our great controversy spread 
before me. There is no i.)oint, topic, faet, matter, reason or argument 
touching the queition betwecii Slavery and b'reedom whicli is not now 
open. Of all tliese I might |}erha.ps aptly select some one and confine 
myself to its development. Bat I should not in this way best satisfy the 
Seeming requirements of the occasion. According to the invitation of 
your (Joiumihtec, L wa? to make .an address introductory to the present 
course of lectures, but was prevented by ill-health. And now, at the 
close of the cour;^o, 1 am to say wliat I failed to say at its beginning. Not 

caucus or as Congress can [ ad Iress you ; nor am [ moved to undertake 
!i political haranirue or constitutional ari^ninent. Out of tlie occasion let 
111c speak, and, disca:'d.(ng any individual topic; strive to exhibit the 
entire Held in all its divisions and subdivisions, with all its metes and 
bound 

My -mliject will be, Tin-: Nhqrssitv, PaAcrtcAiULtTV and Dignuty of tub 

/VvTi-SLWliRY KN-rKRlMllSE, WfTU GlIMI'SES .VT THW SrEOIAL DuriES OK TUU 

-NoRru. By this enterprise I do not mean the eiFsjrts of any restricted 
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circle, sect, or party, but the cause oi' the slave, \n all its tornis and de- 
grees, and under all its names — whether inspired by the Pulpit, the Pres:-, 
the economist, or tlie politician — wiietlier in the early, pei'sisteiit and 
comprehensive demands of Garrison, the gentler utterances of Channinn", 
or the strictly constitutional endeavors of otheis :nov/ actually sharing tliy 
public counsels of the countr3^ To carry through this review under its 
dift'ercnt heads, 1 shall not liesitate to Jiieet the objections which havo 
been urged against this enterprise, so far at least as 1 am avvare of them. 
And now, as 1 address you seriously, I venture to ask your serious atten- 
tion even to the end. Not easily can a public address reach that higlnjst 
completeness ^vhich is found in mingling tlie useful and tlie agreeable; 
but 1 desire to say, that in this arrangement and co-ordination of my re- 
marks to-night, I seek to cultivate that highest courtesy of a speaker 
which is found in clearness. 

I. 1 begin -with the Kegesstty of the Ariti-Slavery enterprise. In the 
"wrong of slavery, as defined by existing law, this necessity is ]>lainly apjui- 
rent; nor can any man Avithin the sound of my voice, who listens to the 
authentic Avords of the law, hesitate in my conclusion. A wrong so grie- 
vous and unquestionable should not be allov/ed to continue. For the 
honor of human nature and for flie good of all concerned, it should ;i;t 
once cease to exist. On this simple statement, as on a corner stone, J 
found the necessitv of the Anti-Slaverv enterpi-ise. 

I do not dwell, sir, on the many tales Vvhieh come from the house of 
bondage; on the bitter sorrows there undergone ; on the flesh galled by 
the manacle oi* spii'ting blood beneath the lash; on tlie h.uman form nni- 
tilated by the knife or seared by red-hot iron ; on tlie ferocious scent of 
blood-hounds in chase of human prey ; on the sale of fathers and mother?, 
husbands and wives, brothers and sisters, little children — ^even infants— 
at the auction-block; on the practical prostration of all rights, all ties, 
and even all hopes; on the deadly injiu'y to nu->raJs, substituting concu- 
binage for marriage, and clianging tlie whole land of slavery into a b}'- 
word of shame only fitly pictiu-ed by the horrible language of Dante 
when he called his own degraded country a blouse of Ill-Fame; and last 
of all, on the pernicious influence upon the master as well as the slave, 
showing itself too often, even by his own confession, in rudeness of nian> 
uers and character, and especially in that blindness which renders him 
insensible to the wrong he upholds, while he, 

so perfect is his misery,, 

iS'ot once perceives his foul disfigurement, 
But boasts liimself more coinelv than before." 

On these tilings I do not dwell, although volumes are at hand of uii' 
questionable facts, and of illustrative story so just and happy as to vie 
Avith fact, out of which I might draw until, like ilacbeth, you had supped 
full of horrors. 

But all these I put aside; not because I do not regard them of moment 
in exhibiting the true character of slavery, but beciiuse 1 desire to pre- 
sent this argument on grounds above alT controversy, impeachment or 
suspicion, even from slave masters themselve'sr INot on tiiuniphant story, 
not even on indisputable facts, do I now accuse slavery, but on its char- 
acter as revealed in its own simple derinition of itseltl Out of its own 



!iioUi:.h do i ccndemn it By the law of slavei^ man <3r-oat^d in the image 
of God is divested of his liiiman charactei", and declared to be a niere 
chattel. That iliis statement may not seem to be put Ibrward without 
jtveciso authority, I quote the hiw of two different otiites. The civil code 
of Louisiana thus dehnes a slave: 

"A slave is one who is in the po^ver of a master, to wliom he belongs.; 
Tiie master may sell him., dispose of his person, his industry, and liis labor, 
lie can do nothing, possess nothing, nor acquire anything but what must 
belong to his master." — •Civil Code^ Art. 35. 

The law of another polished Slave State gives this definition : 

"Slaves shall be deemed, sold, taken, reputed and adjudged in law td 
be chattels personal in the hands of their owners and possessors and their 
executors, administrators and assignees, in all intents, constructions and 
iHU'poses whatsoever." — 2 Brev. Dig. 229, 

And a careful writer, Judge Stroud, in a work of judicial as well as 
!']iilrintliroi)ic merit, thus sums up the law: 

"The cardinal principle of slavery — that the slave is not to be ranked 
nmoug sentient beings, but an\ong thinrfs—ii^ an article of property, a 
'chattel personal' — obtains as undoubted law in all of these (the slave) 
iStatos/'— ^7rowo?'s Laws of Slavery, 22. 

Sir, this is enough, As out of its small egg crawls fortli the slimy, scaly 
^'t'{)liie crocodile, so ou.t of this simple detinition crawls forth the whole 
Slimy, scaly I'cptile monstrosity by Avhieli a uian is changed into a chat- 
A-l— a ])erson is converted into a thing — a sou.l is traiisuuitjd into mer- 
^haudi.se. iVccording to this very deliaition the sla.ve is held sin)])ly for 
the good of his master, to whose behests his life, liberty and happiness arc 
'ievoted, and b}' whom he may be bartered, leased, mortgaged, bequeathed 
iavoiced, shipped as cargo, stored as goods, sold on execution, knocked off 
'•'t public aucliuu, and even etakcd at the gaming table on the hazard of 
a card or a die. Tiie slave may seem to have a wife, but he haa not, for 
hi:s wif(j belongs to his master; lie may seem to have a child, but lie has 
• lol, for his 'child belongs to ids master. He m.ay be tilled with the desire 
^'i knowledge, opening to him the gates of hope on earth and in heaven, 
hut the master may impiously close this sacred pursuit. Tims is he rob- 
not mei'cly oi' privileges, but of iiimself ; not mei'elj'' of money and 
-aboi', but of wife and children ; not merely of time and opportunity, but 
ot eveiy assurance of happiness; not niei-ely of earthly hope, but of all 
t!io!e divine aspirations that spring from the fountain of liglit ; lie is 
'lot merely restrained in liberty, but totally deprived of it; not merely 
"''•■''tailed in rights, but ai)solutL'ly stripped of tliL-ni ; not merely loaded 
"^illi burdens, but chan.o;ed into a beast of burden ; not merely bent in. 
'■'junlenance to the earlh, but sunk to tJie legal level of a qundi'uped ; not 
•'iiercly exposed to personal cruelty, but deprived of liis character as fi 
I'trion; nut merely comjielled to involuntary labor, but degraded to be a 
-^ule tiling; not merely shut out from Icnowledge, but wrested from his 
Viace in the liuman family. And all this, sir, is according to the simpls 
i'^v-" of slaverv. 
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Kor is even this all. The law, by cumulative provisions, positively iov- 
bids that a slave shall be taught to read. Hear this, fellow citizens, and 
coiiferis that no barbarism of despotism, no extravagance of tj^ranny, no 
excess of impiety, can be rnorc blasphemous or deadly. "Train up ii 
child in the way he should go,^* is the lesson of sacred wisdon. ; but the 
law of slavery boldly prohibits any such training, and dooms the child to 
hopeless ignorance and degradation, " Let there be light," was the Di- 
vine utterance at the very dawn of creation— and this cormnandnient, 
traveling with the ages and the hours, still spefiks with the voice of Gud; 
biit the law of slavery says, *' Let there be darkness." 

But it is earnestly averred that slave-masters are humane, and that 
slaves are treated with kindness. These averments, however, I properly 
put aside, precisely as I have already put aside the multitudinous illustra- 
tions from the cruelty of slavery. On the siuAple letter of the law i take 
my stand, and do n.ot bevond what is there nominated. Tlie masses of 
men arc not better than their laws, and whatever may be the eminence 
of individual vii'tue, it is not reasonable to infer that the masses of slave- 
masters are better than the law of slavery. And since tiiis law submits 
the slave to their irresponsible control, with power to bind and to scourge 
—to shut the soul from knowledge — to separate families — to unclasp tlie 
infant from a mother's breast and the wife from a husband's arms — it k 
natural to conclude that such enormities are sanctioricd by them, while 
the brutal prohibition of instruction by supplementary law, gives crown- 
ing evidence of their complete complicity. And this conclusion must ex- 
ist unquestioned just so long as the law exists imrepculed. Cease, then, 
to blazon the humanity of slave-masters. Tell me not of the lenity with 
"wliich this cruel law is tempered to its unhappy subjects. Tell me not of 
the S3'mpathy which overflows from the mansion of the master to ilvi 
cabin of the slave. In vain you assert these instances. In vain you show 
that there are individuals who do not exert the wickedness of the law. 
The law still endures. The institution of Slavery, which it defines and 
upholds, continues to outrage public opinion, and within the limits of our 
republic upwards of three millions of human beings guilty only of a skin 
not colored like your own are left the victims of its unrighteous, irre- 
sponsible power. 

Power divorced from right is devilish ; power, without the check of 
responsibility is tyrannical ; and 1 need not go back to the authority ot 
Plato, when I assert, that the most complete injustice is that which is 
erected into the form of law. But all these things concur in slavery. It 
is, then, on the testimony of slave-masters, soleninly, legislativel}', judi- 
cially attested in the very law itself, tlrat I- now arraign" this institution, 
as an outrage upon man and his Creator. And here is the necessity of 
the Anti-Slavery enterprise. A wrong so transcendent, so loathsome, so 
direful, must be encountered wlierever it can be readied, and the battle 
must be continued without truce or compromise, until the field is entirely 
won. Freedom and slavery can hold no divided empire; nor can there 
be any true repose until freedom is eveiy where established. 

To the necessity of the Anti-Slavery Enterprise there are two and only 
two vital objecliions; one founded on the alleged distinction of race, and 
the other ()n the alleged sanction of Christianity. All other objection: 
are of an inferior character, or are directed logically at its practicability. 
Gf these two leading objections let me briefly speak. 
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1. And, first, of the alleged distinction of race. This objection itself 
nssiimes two different forms, one founded on a pi'ophetic malediction in 
the Old Tostanicnt, and tl\o other on tlie professed observations of recent 
FciencG. Its importance is appai'cnt in the ubvious fact, tliat unless such 
distinction be clearly and unniistakcably established, every argument by 
Avhieh our own freedom is vindicated — every a]>plause awarded to the 
successful rebellion of our fathers — evei'y indignant word ever hurled 
nij;ainst the enslavement of our -white fellow-citizens by Algerine corsairs, 
miiift plead trumpet-tongued against the deep damnation of slavery, 
^vhether v>diitc or black. 

It is said that the Africans are the posterity of Ham, the son of i!soah, 
through Canaan, who was cursed bv Noah, to be the servant of his breth- 
rcn, and that this malediction has descended upon all his posterity, in- 
cluding the unhappy Africans, who are accordingly devoted by God, 
Ihrougli imending generations, to unending bondage. Such is tlie favor- 
ite argument ofttjn put forth at the South, and more than once directly 
addressed to myself. Here, for instance, is a passage iVom a letter i-e- 
(-•r-iitly received: ''You need not persist," says the writer, "in eonfound- 
inu; Japheth's children with Ham's, and makiiig both races one, and argu- 
ing on their rights as those of man broadly." And T have been seriously 
ussiu'ed that until this obiection is answered it Avill be in vain to ])ress my 
views upon Congress or the country. Listen noAV to the texts of the Old 
Testanient which are so strangely emp)loyed. 

"And he (N'oah) said, cursed be Canaan ; a servant of servants shall he 
l)e unto his brethren. And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of Shem ; 
and Canaan shall be his servant. God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall 
d^veU in (he tents of Shem, and Canaan shall be his servant.'' — Geneus, 
chap, ix, 25-27. 

That is all ; and J. need only read these words in order to expose the 
^vllole transpicuous humbug, But I am tempted to add, that, to justify 
tins objection, it will be necessai-y to maintain at least, five different pro- 
jiosltions, as essential links in tlic chain of the African slave: ,first, that by 
this malediction Canaan himself was actually changed into a chattel, 
v.'hcreashe is simply made the servanV; of liis brethren ; secondly, that not 
merely Canaan, bui^ all his posterity, to the remotest getierations, was so 
clinnged, Avhereas the language has ]io such extent; tidrdly, that the 
Ati'ican belongs to the posterity of Canaan — an ethnographical assumption 
ahf^urdly difficult to establish; foiirtJdy, That each ol" tlie descendants of 
^^iiom or Japheth has a right to hold an African felloAv-rnan as a chattel — 
<'i proposition which finds no semblance of support ; (\]\(\ fffldy, that every 
slave-master is truly descended fi-om Shem or Japheth — a degree which n.o 
anxiety or audacity can prove! The plain analysis, which may fitly 
(^Xf-'ite a smile, shows the five-fold absurdity of an attempt to found tin's 
rovohinn: wronu; on. 

"Any successive title, long and dark, 
Drawn from themustv rolls of iNoah's ark." 

ft/ 

The small bigotry which could find comfort in these texts, has been 
lately exalted D\' the suggestions of science, that the ditfevent races of 
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men are nob derived from a single pair, but from several distinct stocks, 
according; to their several distinct characteristics ; and it has been aiv 
daciously argued that the African is so far inferior, as to loise all title to 
that liberty which is the birthright of the lordly white. Now, 1 have 
neither time nor disposition, on this occasion, to discuss the question of 
the unity of races; nor is it n,ecessa.ry to my present purpose. It may be 
tha,t the difforent ra.ees of men proceeded from diifercut stocks ; but thei'o 
is only o?^e great Human Family, in which Caucasian and African, Chinese 
and Indian, are all brothers, children of one Father, and lieirs to one hap- 
piness — alike on eai'th and in Heaven. " Star-eyed science" cannot shake 
this evei'lasting truth. It may vainly exhibit peculiai'ities in the African, 
by wh.ich he is distinguished from the Caucasian. It may, in his physical 
form ami intellectual character, presume to lind the stamp of permanent 
inferiority. But by no reach of learning, by no torture of facts, by rio 
cffronterv of dou'ina. can it show tlvat he is not a man. And as a maa ho, 
stands before you an unquestionable member of the Human Famdy, ai\a 
entitled to all the rights of man. You can claim nothing for yourself, 
man, which you must not accord to him- Life, libert^j, and the puvHuit of 
happlnes(^ — which you proudly declare to be your own. inalienable God- 
given I'ights, and to iJie suj-)port of which your fathers pledged their lives, 
fortunes, and sacred honor — are his by the same inunortal title tliat they 
are yours. 

2 Fi'om the objection founded on tlie alleged distinction of race, I pa.^s 
on to that other founded on the alleged sanction of Slavery by Christlanitji, 
And strivinii" to be briei^ I shall not undertake to reconcile texts oueu 
quoted from the Old.Testiment, whieli, ^vluitever may be their import are 
all absorbed in the later Incw; nor shall I stop to consider the preeijc 
interpretation of the oft-quoted phrase, Servants obey your mobsters ; im 
seek to weigh any such imperfect injunction in the scales against thojo 
graiul coinmandrnenLS on which hang all the law and the propiiets. Surely 
in the exanq')ie and teachings of our Saviour who lifted np the down-lrod- 
den, who enjoyed purity of life and overflowed with tenderness even to 
little children, Imman ingenuity can lind no apology for an i.nstitulioLi 
v\'hich tramples on man, which defiles woman, and sweeps little children 
beneath the hanuucr of the aiiction.eer. If to any one these things seein to 
Iv.ivc the license of Christianity, it is only because they have secured a 
license in his ovv^n soul. Men are prone to nud in uncertain disconnectetl 
texts, a confirmation of their own personal prejudices or prepossessioiii^-. 
And I — who am no divina but a simple layman — make bokl to say tliut 
whoever buds in the Gospel any sanction of shivei'y, finds there merely n 
I'd'iection on himself On a matter so ii-resistably clear authority is suricr- 
iluous ; but an eminent character, -who as poet makes iis forget his liig'l^ 
j)laee as philosopher, and as philosopher makps us forget his high place as 
theologian, lias exposed the essential antagonism between Christianity aiul 
shivery in a few ]')R\gnaTit words v/liieh you will be ghad to hear — parti- 
cularly as 1 believe they have not been befoi'c iritrodnced into this discus- 
.sion : " l>v a principle essential to Chrislianity," says Coleridge, " {\ person 
is eternally dilferonced from a thing ; so that the idea of a dhtman JJeimj 
'necessarily excludes the idea of f>ropcrty in tliat JJeiric/,'' 

With rugret, though not with astonishment, 1 learn that a Boston divine 
Ixas sought to throw the seamless garment of Christ over this shocking 
Y>'rong. But I am patient;, and see clearly how vain will bo bis eff'^n. 
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when I call to mind that witlun this very century other divines sought to 
tlirow the same seamless g'arment over the ^inorc shocking slave-trade; 
and that among otiier publications a little book was then put forth with 
the name of a reverend elergyman on the title-page, to prove that "the 
African trade t'ur negi'o shaves is consisteiit witli the princi])les of huuianity 
and revealed religion;" and tiiin'.ving of these things I am ready to say 
with Shakspeare, 

" In relio'ion, 

AVhat damned error, but some sober drow 
Will bless it and approve it Avith a te^'t?" 

In the support of slavery it is tlie habit to pervert texts and to invent 
anthoritv. Even St. ]''a.nl is vouched for a wronj:," which his Cliristian life 
rebukes. Great stress is how laid on Iris example as it appears in the 
epistle to Philemon, Avritten at ivome, and sent by Onesimus, a servant. 
From the single chapter constituting the entire epistle 1 take the follow- 
ing passage, in ten verses, ^vhieh is strangely invoked for slavery : 

^' I beseech ihccfor my aon Ojicmnus, whom I have begotten in my bonds; 
^vhich in times past v/as to thee unprofitable, but now profitable to thee 
and to me; whom I have sent again; thou, therefore, receive him, that is 
mine own bowels; whom i would have rt:;tained with me that in thy 
f-tead he might luive miinstered unto me in the bonds of the Gospel; but 
witiiont thy mind would I do nothing, that thy benefit should not be as it 
were of necessity, but willingly. For perhaps he therefore departed for a 
season that thou shouldest receive him forever; 7iot now as a servant, but 
above a se-7'vant, a brotJicr beloved, specially to me, but how mucli more unto 
iheo both in the flesh and in the Lord ? //' thou count one, therefore, as a 
partner, receive hhii as myself. If he hath wronged thee or oweth tliee 
auu'iit, put tiiat to my account. 1, I^aul, have written it with mine own 
li.'un:!, 1 vvill repay it; albeit, I do not say to thee how thou owest unto 
mo even, thine owji self besides." — Ejyhtle PJdlenion, verses IG — 19. 

Of tins affectionate epistle, in which St. Paul ealls the converted servant, 
^hu'sinnis, his son, precisely as in another e].)istle lie calls Timothy his son, 
^'iavery has been elaboratel}' vindicated, and the great Apostle to the Gen- 
tiic'S has been nuidc the very tutelary saint of the Slave-hunter. Kow, 
v/iihout relying on minute criticism, to infer his real Judgment of Slavery 
hi'oni his condenmation on another occasion, of men-stealers," or accord- 
in <>• r.o the original text, slave-traders, \n company with "murderers of 
latliei's and inurderoi's of inotliers," and without undertaking to show 
that the pi'csent epistle, when truly inte]']')reted, is a protest against sla- 
very and a voice for fi-eedom — all of which might be done — 1 content 
myself by calling attention to two things ap})arent on its face and in them- 
poives an all-suificient response. First, wliile it appeai-s that Onesimus 
Ini.s been in some v^'ay the servant of IMiilemon, it does riot appear that 
Inj had ever been, lit-ld as a slave, mucli less as a ehattel ; and how gross 
imd monstrous is llie ci;ort to derive a wrong, by wlueh man is changed 
to a ehaitel., out of woi'ds, whether in th.e Constitaition of our country or in 
'l»o Jjible, which do, not exjjlicitly, unequivocally and exelusively define 
this wrong. Secondly, in charging Oneshnus -with this epistle to Phile- 
'^ioii., the Apostie announces him as not now a servant, but above a ser- 
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vaur, a brother bolos^ccl," and he enjoins upon his correspondent tlio hos- 
3:)itjility dno only to a freeman, sayino- expressly *'jf thou count me, 
thei-et'ore a partner, receive 1dm as mi/selfY^ ay, sir, not as a shive, not even 
servant, but as a brother beloved^ even as tlie .Apostle himself. Thus wi^^li 
apostolic pen, ^vrote Paul to his disciple riiilemon. Beyond all doubt, in 
these Avords of gentleness, benediction and emancipation, dropping with 
celestial, •sonl-awakcning power, there can be no justiiication for !i con- 
spiracy, v/hicli, beginning Avitli ti;e treaclicry of Iscariot and tlie 
temptation of pieces of silver, seelis, by fraud, brutality and violence, 
thi'ough ofHccrs of the law armed to the teeth, like pirates, and amid 
soldiei's wiio degi'ade their uniform, to luirl a fellow man back into iho 
lash-surrounding den of American slavery ; and if any one can thus pre- 
vent this bonefu'.ent exam].)le, allow nie to say that lie gives too niuclt 
occasion to doubt his intelligence or his sincerity. 

Certainly I am right in thus stripping from slavery the apology of Chris- 
tianity, -which it has tenaciously hugged; and here I leave the lirst part 
of my tiubject, assuming against every olMcelion the necessity of our en- 
terprise. 

II. 1 iv aow bronglit, in the sccoitd place, to consider the PnAcncA- 
niLiTY of I Enterprise. And hei-e the way is easy, jn shoAving its ne- 
cessity, 1 h<i ve already demonstrated its practicability : for the former in- 
cludes the latter, as tlie greater includes the less. AVhatever is necessary 
must be practicable, B\' a decree Avhich has ever been a by -word of 
tyranny, tlie Israelites were compelled to make bricks without straY\' ; 
but it is not according to the ways of a beiievolent ri'ovidcncc that man 
should be constrained to do what cannot be done. V/hat must be doriC 
can be done. Besides, the Anti-Slavery Enterprise is necessary because 
it is right ; and the right is ahvays practicable. 

I know well the little faitli which the world luis in the triumph of prin- 
ciples, and 1 readily imagine the despair with which our object is regard- 
ed ; but not on this account am ,1 disheartened. That exuberant writer, 
Sir Thomas Browne, breaks forth in tlie ecst.atic wisli for some new diffi- 
culty in Christian belief tliat his faith might iiave a new victory ; and an 
eminent enthusiast went so far as to say tiuit he believed because it was 
impossible — credo quia impossibile. But no such exalted faith is now re- 
cpiired. Here is no impossibility, nor is there any diiliculty wbich will 
not yield to a faithful, well-directed endeavor. If to any timid soid the 
Enterprise seems impossible because it is too beautiful, then I say at once 
that it is too beautiful not to be possible. 

But descending from these summiis, let me show plainfv the object 
Avhich it seeks to accomplish, and herein you shall see aiui confess its 
complete practicabilit3\ AVhile discountenancing all ])rejudiee of color 
and every estjiblishment of caste, the Anti-felavei-y Enterprise — at least ?o 
far as I may speak for it; — does not undertake to change lunnan nature, 
or to force any individual into relations of life for which he is not morally, 
intellectually, and socially adapted; nor does it necessarily assume that 
a race, degraded for long a'enerations imder the iron heel of bondage, can 
be lifted at once into all the political privileges of an American citizen. 
But, Sir, it does confidently assume, against all cpiestion, contradiction, or 
assault whatever, that every man is eiititlcd to life, liberty and the piirsiut 
of happiness ; and ivith equal confidence it asserts that every individual, 
who ivears the hnman form, whetlur black or white, shoidd at once be recoo- 
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nltcd as man. I know not when lliis is done, what other trials may be in 
Avait for the unhappy African ; but 1 do hnow, tliat the x\nti-h?lavery En- 
ioi'])rise will then have triumphed, and the institution of Slavery, as dc- 
fiimlh}! existing lau\ ^viil no longer shock mankind. 

ill this work the first essential practical reqiiisjite is, that the question 
sliall ho openly and fi-ankly confronted. \)o not put it aside. \)o not 
blank it out of sight. iJo not dodge it. .Ap])roach it. Study it. Tondei' 
it. Deal vvith it. Let it rest in tiie iilumiuation of speech, conversation, 
and the Press. Let it iiU the thoughts of the statesman and the prayers 
of the Pulpit. \Yhen Slavery is thus regarded, ils true character will bo 
rtK'Ognized as a hateful asse-mhlage of %Lnquestionable •wron<is under the sa.nc- 
iion of existing laiv, and good men will be moved at once to aj)ply the 
remedy. Already even its zealots admit that ils " abuses" should be re- 
moved. This is tlieir word and not mine. Aias! alas! Sir, it is these 
very '- abuses" which constitute its component parts, without wliich it 
would not exist, even as the scourges in .'i bundle Avith the ax constituted 
the drt'ad fasces of the Roman lictor. Take away these, and the whole 
I'lnbodied outrage will disappear. Surely that conti'al assumption — more 
•Ic'iuliy thau the ax itself — by which man is changed into a ciuittel, n)ay 
be abandoned; and is not this practicable? The associate scourges by 
which that transcendent " abuse" is surrounded may, one by one, be sub- 
tracted. Tiie *' abuse" v/hich substitutes concubinage for marriage — the 
"abuse" which annuls the ].)arciital relation — the abuse" Avhich closes 
the portals of knov/ledge — the " abuse" which tyrannically usurps all the 
kibor of another, now upheld by positive law may b}^ positive law be 
abolished. To say that this is n.ot practicable in, the nineteenth century 
Avould be a scandal upon mankind. And just in jjroportion as these 
' al)uses" cease to have the sanction of law vrill the institution of Slavery 
'eea^e to exist. The African, whatever may then be his condition, will no 
longer be the slave over wdiose wrongs and sorrows the world throbs, at 
nines iiercely indignant and at times painfully sad, Avhile with outstretch- 
ed arms he sends forth the piteous cry, -'Am J not a man and a brother?" 

Ill pressing forwar'd to this result the inquiiy is often presented, to 
what extent if any shall compensation be allowed to the slave-masters ? 
Gleai-ly if the point be determined by absolute justice not the nmsters but 
the slaves will be entitled to compensation; for it is the slaves wlio 
throughout weary generations have been deprived of their toil and all its 
fruits which went to enrich their masters, iiesides, it seems hai'dly rea- 
pouable to pay for the relinquishment of those disgusting '* abuses" which, 
in their aggregation, constitute the bundle of Slavery, l^ray, Sir, by 
^vliat tariff, price-current or principle of equation shall their several val- 
ues be cstinuited? "What sum shall be counted out as the ])roper ])ricc 
ior the abandonmerd'; of that juetension — more indecent than the jus 
prunm nodis of the feudal age, which leaves womaji, whether in the arms 

master or slave, ahvays a concubine? What bribe shall be proh'ered 
lor the restoration of God-given parental rights? AVhat money shall be 
paid for taking olf the padlock by which souls are fastened dowii in dark- 
ness? IIov/ rmicli for a quit-claim to labor now meanly exacted by the 
^troujj; fi'oin the weak? And what compensation shall be awarded for the 
surrender of that egregious assumption condemned by reason and abhor- 
ed by piety, which changes a man into ii thing? I put these qucBtioiis 
without undertakiujj to pass upon tliePii, Shrinking instinctively from 



any recognition of rights founded on wrongs I find niysolF shrinking also 
from an}' austere vcrdiet whicli shall, deny tlio means necessary to the 
great consummation "we seek. Our fathers undei' Washington did not 
hesitate by act of Congress to a})])ropriate largely lor the ransom of white 
fellow-citizens enslaved by Aigerine corsairs; and following this example 
I am disposed to considei* the (juestion of compensation as one of expe- 
diency, to be determined by the exigency of t!ie hour and the ccnistitu- 
tionai powers of the Government; though sucli is my desire to see tlio 
foul fiend of Slavery in flight that I could not hesitate to build even a 
bridge of gold if necessary to promote his escape. 

The Practicability of the Anti-Siavery Enterprise lias been constantly 
questioned, often, so superficially as to be answered at once. I shall nut 
take time to consider the allegation, founded on considerations of economy, 
which audaciously assumes that Slave Labor is more advantageous th;ui 
Free Labor — that Slavei*y is more profitable than Freedom ; for this is ;'J1 
exj">loded by the official tables of the census; nor that otlier futile argu- 
ment, tiiat tJie slaves arc not pi'epared for Freedom, and, therefoi'c, 
should not be precipitated info tin's condition — for that is no better than 
the ancient (Jreek folly, vrhere the anxious mother would not allow- hoi' 
son to go into water until lie liad iirst leai'ued to swirn. But as ag!un<t 
the Keccssity of the Anti-Slavery ]-.]nterprisc, there w'ore two chief ob- 
jections, so, also, against its Pi'aeticaljility are there two ; the first, found- 
ed on its alleged danger to the master; and the second, on its allegeii 
damage to the slave iiimself. 

1. The first objection, founded on the alleged danger to the mader, 
most generally takes the extitavagant form, that the slave if released froin 
his present condition would cut liis njaster's throat. Ilerc is a. blatant 
paradox whieh can jkuss for reason o)dy among those wdio have lost tlielr 
reason. Witli an jibsurility whieh iinds no puiridlel except in the defen- 
ses of Shiver;/, it assumes that the Africiin, when treated justly, will show 
a vindictivcness wliieh he ch.)es not exhibit Avhen treated unjustly; that 
wlien elevated by the blessings of Freedom he will develop an appetite 
for blood which he never nuiuifested wlien crushed by the curse of bon- 
dage. At present, the slave sees his wife ravished from his arms — sees 
his infa!it swept away to the auction block — sees the heavenly gate, of 
knoAvledge sluit upon him — sees his industi-y and all its fruits unjnsily 
clutched by another — sees himself and uifsDrinu' doomed to a servitude 
from which there is no redemption ; and still his master sleeps secure. 
Will the master sleep loss secure when the slave no longer smarts under 
these revoltinu; atrocities? I will not trlHo with vour intellif'-ence, orwitli 
the quick-passing hour, oyai'guing this question. 

lint there is a lofty example, brightening the historic page, by which 
tlie seal of experience is atiixed to the eonclusions of reason, and yoa 
would hardly pardon me iff failed to adduce it. By virtue of a singKi 
Act of raidiament the slaves of the British West Indies were chano;ed nt 
once to ireemen, and this p:roat transaction, was accomplished absolutely 
without i>ersonal damper of an v kind to the master. And vet the chance 
ol danger tliei'e was greater far than among us. Jn our broad eountry the 
slaves are overshadowed by a more than sixfold white popuiation. Only 
in two States, South Carolina and Mississippi, do the slaves outnuiuU'H' 
the wliites, and there but slightly, while in the entire Slave States the 
whites outnumber the slaves bv matw millions. 
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But it was otliorwlso in .tlio British .West Indies, where the whites 
were ovei'shadowed b^" a more than sixfoUl slave popidation. The shvvos 
were 800,000, while the syhites numbered only 131,000, distributed in dif- 
ferent proportions on the dilferent islands. And this disproportion has 
since increased I'ather thati diminished, always witiiout danger to the 
whites. In Jamaica, the largest of these possessions, there are now upward 
of 400,000 Africans, and onl^' 37,000 whites; in Barbadoes, the next 
largest possession, there are 120,000 Africans, and only 15,000 whites; in 
iSt. Lucia 10,0u0 Africans, and only 000 whites; in Tobago, 14,000 Afri- 
cans and only GOO wliites ; in Montserrat 0,000 Africans, and only 150 
whites; and in the Grenadines upward of <3,000 Africans, and h^ss than 50 
whites. And yet in all these places the authorities attest the uniform 
^^)od behavior of the Africans. Sir Lionel Srnith, the (?rovernor of Jamaica, 
in his speech to the Assembly, declares tiiat tiicir conduct proves how 
well they deserve the boon of fi-eedom.." Am>ther Governor of another 
island dwells on the peculiarly rare instances of tiie commission of grave 
or sanguinary crimes among the emancipated portioii of these islands," 
and the Queen of I'^ngland, in a speech from the throne, has announced 
that the complete and linal emancipation of the Africans had " taken place 
wirhout any distui'bance of public order and tranquility." In this exam- 
])le 1 liail new confirmation of the rule tlnit the highest safety is in doing 
right; and thus do I dismiss the objection founded on tiie alleged danger 
to the master. 

2. And I am. now brought to the second objection, founded on the 
alleged damage to the slave. It is common among the partisans of slavery 
to assert that our enterprise has actually retarded the very cause it seeks 
to pi'omote ; and this paradoxical accusation which might naturally show 
Itself among the rank v>'eeds of the South, is ciujrished here on our 
-Northern soil by those who anxiously look for any fig-leaf with which to 
cover their indilYerence or leru-iversation. 

iius peculiar form of eom])laint is an old <levice which lias been in- 
^^inictivelv emi)loved on other occasions until it iias ceased to be even 
p'ausible. Thus, throughout all thins^s, has every good cause been cr.- 
oountej'cd. The Saviour was nailed to tlui cross with, a crown of thorns 
on his he.id as a disturber of that peace on earth which he came to declare. 
1 he disci j)lc3, while preaching the Gosj^el of forgiveness and good will, 
were stoned as preachers of sedition and discord. The reformers who 
■'nought to estiiblish a higher piety and faith, were burned at the stake as 
hlasphemers and infidels. I^itriots in all ages v.dio have sti-iven for their 
C'oiniiiy's good luive been doomed to the scaffold or to exile, even as their 
country's enemies. And those brave l^^ngiishnicn. who at home mider the 
I'^ad 01 .Edmund Burke, even against their own country, espoused the 
cau^e of our fathers, shared the same illogical impeachment v.'hich was 
(''Uehod to the quick l.»y that orntoi' statesman when, after exposing its 
cs.-cutial vice "in atti'ibuting tiic iil-cthM-t of ill-judged conduct to the 
arLi'uiiionis used to dissuade us from it," ho denounced it as "very absurd, 
I'liL vei'v conunon in juodevn practice, asid vcr)- wicked," Sii', it is vei-y 
eunimon in moderji })ractice. In Kngland it has vainly ri'iiewd itself wiv.'h 
•^l''';;ial frL-quency against the L^dble Societies; agaiiist the friends of edu- 
caiioii ; ag.'unst the i.)atron3 of vaccination ; against the partisans of peace, 
all of wiiom have been openly arraigned as ]U'ovoking and inci'casing tlie 
very ovib, whether of iuiidolity, iilh..'nos3, di.-?easo or wirr. which they be- 
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nigiily sought to check. And to bring an instMuco which is precisely ap- 
plicuhlo to our own, Wilbcrforcc Avlicn con due ting the Anti-Slavei'v enter- 
prise of England, first against the fslave-tradc and then against sLavery 
itself, was told that those etfoi'ts by widcli his name is consecrated fur 
evei'more, tended to increase the Inirdships of the slave even to the exiont 
of I'ivcting anew Ins chains. Sucli arc tlie precedents for the iinp\itations 
to wldcli onr enterprise is exposed ; and also are tlic precedents by wliidi 
X exhibit tlie fallacy of the inipntation. 

Sir, 1 do not doubt that the enterprise has ])roduced heat and irritation 
amounting often to inflannnal ion among shwc-niastcrs, wliich to superficial 
minds may seem inconsistent Avith success : but w'hich the careful observer 
will recognise at once as the natural and not unhealthy effort of a diseased 
body to pui'ge itself of existing impei'ities ; and just in pro])ortion totlio 
malignity of the concealed poison v>^ill be the extent of inflammation. A 
distemper like slavery cannot be ej<3ct;ed. like a splinter. It is perhaps too 
much to expect that men thus tortm-ed should reason calmly — that i)at.ieni5 
thus suffering should comprehend the true nature of their case ninl 
kindly acknowledge the beneficent Avork ; but not on this account can it 
be sus])ended. 

In tlie face of this complaint I assert that the Anti-Slavei-y enterprise 
has already accouiplished incalculable good, liven now it touches tin; 
national heart as it never before was touched, swee]')ing its sti'ings with ;i 
might to drav/ forth emotions such as no political struggle has ever evolicd. 
It moves the young, tlie middle-aged, and the old. It entei's the family 
circle, and mingles witli the ilame of the household hearth. It reaclie.^ 
thic souls of mothers, wives, sisters and daughters, filling all with a iie^v 
aspiration foi- justice on earth, and awakening n.ot merely a sentinieiil 
against slavery such as prevailed with our fatliers, but a deep, undying 
conviction of its wrong, and a detcj'mination to leave no efl'ort unat.tenipt- 
ed for its removal. "^Vith the sympathies of ail Christendom as allies, it 
has already encompassed the slave-juasters by a moral blockade invisible 
to the e^-e, but more potent than navies, from v;hich there can be no es- 
cape cxce])t in final ca])itulation. Thus it has created the irresistible 
influence wliicii itself constitutes the begijining of success. Already there 
arc signs of cliange. In common speech, as well as in writing, among 
slave-masters, the bondman is no longer called a slave, but a servant — thiiti 
by a soft substitution concealing and eoinlemning the true relation. Even 
news})apers in the land of bondage blush witli indignation at the hunt oi 
man by blood-hounds, tlius ])rotesting against an iinqucstionable incipient 
of slaver3\ Other .^.igns ai-e found iji the added comfort of the slave, in 
the enlarged attention to his wants, in the exiu;rinients now boj-'iiinin!:. 
by winch he is enabled to share in the pi'oiits of his laboj*, and thushnaily 
secure the means to ]>ure]iase his fict^dom ; and above all in the euii- 
sciousness among* slave-masters themselves, that they dwell now, as never 
beiore, under the keen obscrvatio]i of an ever-wakeful IHiblic Opinion, 
quickened by an evei'-wjikefnl Public Ti-ess. ■S.ov is this all. Only lately 
jn'ojiositions liave been introdueed in.to the Legislatures of different States, 
and countenanced by Goveriiors, to-jnitigate the existing law of slavery; 
and almost while s]ieaking, I have I'cceived the drafts of two dilferent 
memorials — one addressed to the Legislature of Virginia, and the other to 
tiiat of Korth Carolina — askiiia' for the slave thi-ee tluncs which it will be 
monstrous to refuse, but which, if conceded, will take from slavery it;* 
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ioxistfng character; 1 mean first the protection of the marriage relatioiij 
seebiully tUe protection of the parental relation, and thirdly the privilege 
of kuowl-jdge. Crranl these, a.ad the girdled ITpaii-tree soon must die. ■ 

auiid these tokens of present success and the auguries of the future, L 
lun nut disturbed by any complaints of seeming damage. " i hough it 
cOiisuniA) our own dwelling, who does not venei'ate lire, without which 
iiuman lit'e can hardly exist on earth?" says the Hindoo proverb ; and the 
time is even now at hand when the Anti-Slavery enterprise which is the 
vt?ry lire of freedom with all its incidental excesses, will be hailed with a 
>i:iular I'cgard. 

Mr. President, it is not uncommon to hear persons among us at the 
Xorth confess the wrong of slavery, and then, folding their hands in abso- 
lute listless!ies3 ejtieulate, Vfhat can wu do about itT' Such men we 
e;icoanter daily. Yon all know them.- Among them are men iti every 
tl'3p;u'taient of human activity, who perpetually buy, build and plan, who 
shrink from no labor, who are daunted by no peril of commercial ailven- 
tui'c, by no hardihood df industrial enterprise, who, reaching in their un- 
(I'.u'lukings across ocean and continents, would engage "to put a girdle 
iiboiit the earth in forty seconds;" and yet disheartened tliey can join in 
no eirort aa:ainst Slavery. Others there tire, esneciallv araouLC the youth- 
fill iind enthusiastic, who vainly sigh because they were not i)orn in tlic 
ago of chivalry, at least in the days of the llevolut^ion, not thinking that 
ill this enterprise there is an opportunity of lofty endeavor such as no 
I'liLiclin of chivalry or chief of tlvd Revolution enjoyed. Others there are 
wlio freely bestow their means and time upoti the distant inaccessible hea- 
tlicii of another hemisphere in. the islands of the sea ; and yet they can 
do nothing to mitigate our grander heathenism hero at home. While 
confessing that it ought to disappaar from the eartli t!i(^y l\)rego, renounce 
nii'l ab:indon all exertion against it. Others there are still (such as hu- 
niari inconsistency!) who plant the tree in whose full-grown shn/le they 
can never expect- to sit — -who hopefully drop the acorn in the eai-th trust- 
ing that the oak which it sends upward to the skies will shelter their chil- 
dren beneath its shade; but they will do notliing to phuit or nurture the 
great tree of Liberty, that it niaj' cover with iti ariUi Uiiborn generrtions 
of men. 

III. And now, in the third place, the Anti-Slavery E iterprise, which 
Ihave shown to be at once necessary and practicable, is conini .nided by 
its inherent Dici.vrrv, Mere the reasons are obvious and unanswerable, 
i Us object is benevolent ; nor is there, in the dreai'y annals of the Past, 
I f^siiigh; «mierprise which stands forth more clearly and liidlspnLably entl- 
I fled U) ihir, oharacter. With uusurp.isisiid and touching nug!ianim:ty, it 
H'elvs to benelit thfi lowly whom your eyes have iiot h..h;!i, n,nd who' are 
i:iiorant even of your labors, while it demands and receives a sell-sacriliee 
"ihnilated to ennoble an enterprise of even (piestionahle merit. Its true 
I'ndv is among works properly called phi/anthropix — the title of highest 
'filer on earth. " 1 take goodmiss In IJiis sense.'- nays i.ori.l iJacou in hU 
hv^ivs, the ellcctiug of the v/eal ol" men, which is wiial the Gr^jcians call 
I'liilanihropeia — or' all virtues and digiiities of the mind tdie greatest, be- 
the character of a Deity : and witliont it. mm is a hii-v. ui'sehievous. 
'"'■etched thing, no better tha.n a kind of vfirmln." L'U'd 15. icon was right, 
'"id. p;n'haps, unconsciously followed a higher authority ; for, when Mo-ses 
''"^'^'.'d the Lord to slio-v unto him His glory, the Lord said [ will niake 
;dd my goodness to pass before thee.'^ Ah! Sir. Peace ha trophies fair- 
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or and moro |)cvont)iat than any snatched from fields of blood, biit among 
all thcHC, the fainjHt and 100?/ perennial arc iho trophies of bencMconce. 
Schol;irsiii|), lileraiuro, jiiriBprudoncc, art. raay wear tlunr well-dcscrved 
ijonors : Imt an l^Jntcrprisc of goodness deserves, and ^vill yet receive, 11 
hipjher palm tlian these. 

In oUier aspects its dij^'nity is apprirent. It concerns tlic cause of Itu^ 
man Freedom, which, fVora the earliest days, has been the darling oi' liis- 
tory. :By all the memories of the Vast ; i^y tl).e stories of cliildhood and 
tlie' studies of youth. ; by every example of magnanimous virtue : by every 
iispii-aiion for the good and true ; l)y the lame of the martyrs swellin.!; 
tln'ougii all time; by the renown of patriots whose lives are landmarks of 
Jhimaii progress ; by the praise lavished upon our fathers, you are sarn- 
moned to this work. Unless Freedom he an illusion, and benevolence an 
error, you cannot resist the appeal. JJut our cause is nobler even liian 
that ftf our lathers, inasmuch as it is more exalted to struggle for tlic 
Fri'cdom of others than for our own. 

lis practicjil importance at this moment gives to it additional cralnenec, 
'Whether'measure{l by the number of beings it seeks to benefit; by the 
magnitudf! of the wrongs it hopes to relieve ; by the difficulties w'itli wiiicii 
it is beset by the political relations which it affects ; or l»y the ability and 
character it hus enlisted, the cause of the slave !iow assumes proportiona 
oi' grand(!ur wiiich dwarf all oilier interests in our broad country. In its 
|>res(Mic6 the machinations of jicliticlans, the asi^lrations of offlcc-seek'Tr; 
and the subterfuges of l>arly, all sink l»elow even their ordinary insignili^ 
cance. For myself, sii', I can see little eloo at this time among us whicii 
can tempt out mi to tlx; exposed stee])s of public life, an honest man who 
wishes, by somiything that he does, to leave tin; v>'orld better than he found 
it. 1 can see liil.le else which can afford any of those satisfactions which 
an honest man should covet. Nor is there any cause which so surely pre- 
Tnises success : 

**0h I a fair cau.*.o stands firm and will abide : 
iiCgioiis of angels fight iij>on its side ! 

It is written thai in the last days l.her(,' shall t>e scofiers. and even tl'.ir] 
Fnl'/rprise, llius ])liiianthi"opi(', lins not escaped their aspersions. And ii^ 
the olijections to its necessity were iwofohl, and (he objections to its prac- 
iicaViiliiy twofold, so also are the as|)ersions twofold ; liivt, in tiie form uf 
hard woi'dn, and secondly by persoJial dispar;igement of those who !ue 
envaged iii ii. 

J. The haril ny.'nls are mr.nifold as the pas>!on.s and prejudices of men, 
but they generally culminale in the iniputiiiion of" fanaticism.'' In such 
a cause I sun willing to b(^ called fanatic or what vou will ; I care no* 
for lispersions, nor shall 1 siiriiiir befeu'e laird words eithi^r hero or else- 
where". 1 ha\'c! lear;ied from that gi'eeJ: i'/miishjuan, Oliver Cromwell, 
tluit no man can b!.; trusted •• who is afraid of a paper pellet ; and 1 am 
i\h) I'iimiliar with his history not to know timt every movement for refbra: 
in Chiu'ch or i^tate. every endeavor for Human Fihei-fy or Hr.man Piighi.N 
has been thus assailed. 1 do not I'urLiet with what facilitv and freouem"^ 
liard words have been em])loyed — Intw that ^urandest eliaracter of many 
giMu.'raiions, the preeursor (d'onr (iwn Wushinglon, wilhoiU. whose exam]-!!.' 
our iirpublic m;gi)t have fa,i!ed— the great William. i*rince of Uran.ii'.'. 
the founder of the Diileli Krpnblie. the l'nit(<i Slates of litdland — 1 <!'! 
not forget how he was publicly branded as a • perjurer and a [>est of siK'i- 
ety 5 '*' and not to dwell on general instances how ilie enterprise for 
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hiiolition of the ;^lave trade wiis characterized oa tbo floor of Parliament 
!)V one erjiinent speaker as ••miscbievous." and by another a?^ visionary 
;iiul rlelnsivo 5 and bnv.' the exalted characters which it had enlisted woro 
arraigned by still another eminent speaker — none oiher than tliat Tarl- 
mil 5 0 conspicnoiis as tiie commander of the P)riiish iiorse in ikc Soutiiern 
CAinpaigns of our Revolution, but more conspicuous in politics at home — 
a junta of sectaries, sophists, enthusiasts and fanatics and also were 
iiuain arraigned by no less <\ person Hum a ])rince of ilie blood, tlie ])nkc 
of Clarence, afterward "William IV\ of England, us " fanatics or hypo- 
crites.*' in one of which classes ho openiy placed William AV'ilber force. 
Dill impartial history with irnnsortal pen bas redressed these impassioned 
iiKfiraents, and the same impartial history will yet rejndge the Impassion- 
ed .judgnients of this hour. 

2. liard words have l>eon followed by personaJ. disparagement'and the 
r-noer is often launched that our Enterprise lacks the anthorily of nameo 
imincnt in Church and State. If this bo so the more is the pity on their 
;iccunnt, fur our canse is needed to Uieni more than they are needed toonr 
cui^e. But alas! it is only according to the example of history that it 
fiiould be so. it is not the eminent in Church and Stale, the rich and 
>vA'(.'rfal, the favorites of fortune and of place, who most promptly wei- 
coino Truthi when she hfn-alds change in the existing order of things, it 
i.' others in poorer condition who throw open their hospitable hinuis to the 
iiaaiiL'nded stranger. Nay, more ; it is not the dwellers amid the glare of 
vho world, but the humlde and lowly, who most clearly discern newdutiea 
- as ibe watchers placed in the depths of a well may ol^serve the stars 
^^liieh arc obscured to those who live in the eifulgence of noon. Placed 
U'iow the egotism and prejudice of self-interest or of a class — iKdow tbo 
catvs and temptations of wealth or power — in tlio ol)Scurity of common 
hi'!— they discern the new signal and surrender themselves unr(>servedly 
'■" iis guidance. The Savior knew this. He did not call upon the i'riest, 
r bevite, or Pharisee, to follow him; but upon the humble tisherman by 
s'..:a of Galilee. 

And now Sir I. present to you the Anti-.S!avery Enterprise, vindicated 
;n Necessity, Practicability and Dignity, against'ali objections. If there 
any oi)jeclion which i have not answered it is because I am not aware 
''i its L'xihtence. It remians thai i sljould give a practical conclusion to 
^■Hs whole matter, by showing, though in glimpoes oidy. your Sm^iCfAf. 
'" TiKs AH FuEKMKN OF TUic TsoKTH. And. tluuik God 1 ill hist there is a 
North. 

'Hlirrs till there are, particularly in the hirge cities, who content them.- 
^HvpH by occasional contributions the redcuiplion of a slave. To this oV)- 
j<;ct thi!y give out of ample riches and thas .seek to silence tije monitionn 
conscience. Now, 1 would not discountenance any i'orni of activity by 
•^'iii'ii Human Freedom, even in a single case, may !.)« secured. j]ut 'l 
to say that such an act — too often aceonipiuii*'ed by a Pliarisaical 
^ P'Wcnsion in strange contrast with pertty perfornumce— cannot l)e con- 
l-'k.'rL'a an essential uid to the Anti-.Slavery enter;)rise. Not in this way 
i any iinpressiou be madu on an evil so vast as .Slavcrv — jvs von wiil 
I'K'arly l)y an illustration wliicli 1 shall give. The god Tboi', ol' Scan- 
J '-i'l'.aviau mytiiology, whose strength snrpasi^cd that of ilercuh a. was once 
I -iailfiiged to drain a simple cup dry, iUi applied it to his lips and witli 
y 'pf'rhuuuin capacity drank, but the water did nut rccedf.! even from the 
|-|^'^ and ai last the god abandoned the eilbrt. The faibire of eviyi libs ex- 
|J-onltnary t^trength was explained when he learned that the simple cup 
ll -''I'l cominiinicated by an invisible connection witli the whole vast ocean l>e- 
|J--'b out of which it was perpetually supplied and which remained ab.?0" 
I 'i^'ly unaffected by the ellbn. And jusi so will these occasions of char:^ 
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tr, UioAgli oiicountGred ))y tho largest private moans, be coiiatantly roaow- 
fid, for they commmiieata witti tho whole vast Bhick Soa of Slavery be- 
hiiid, out of which thi.'y are pjjrpjtually supplhid and which rormiiis ah- 
soliit'dy uvialbct'jd by the on'ort. Sir, private moans may cop2 with iiiili- 
vidiial necessities, but they are powerless to redress that of a wiclvod iii- 
atitiitioti. Charity is limited and local; the evils of Slavery are inliuiio 
and ("verywhertj. Beside-^, a wron.ii: organized- and nphold by law can bii 
removed only through a change of the lasv. Not then by an occasional 
contribution to tlie ransom of a slave can your duty be done in this gr;'ai 
cause ; but only by earnest, constant, valiant ellurts against the institutioii 
— against the law — which makes slaves. 

1 am not insensible to the diiTi.julties of this work. Full well I ka^w 
the power of Slavery. Full well [ know all its various ii\tronchmeni.s in 
the church, the politics and tlifi pn^j'.idices of the country. Full Will { 
know the sensitive interests of property, Jimounting to many hnndroil 
millions of dollars, which are said to be at stake. But these things can 
furnish no motive or apology for indilference or for any folding of tri-) 
hamls. Surely the wrong is not less wrong because it is gigantic, the evil 
is not less evil because it is immeasura'ole ; nor can the duty of perpetual 
warfare with wrong or evil be in tills instanoa suspended. Nay, becans.', 
Slavery is powerful — because the enterprise is dilHcult — therefore is tlie 
duty of all more exigent. The well te-np u'ed soul does"'not yield to dii- 
llCuUles, but presses '-onward forever*' with increased resolution. 

And her;; the question occurs, which is so often pressed in argument or 
in ta,\int, Wliat have we at the North to do with Slavery?" In answer, 
I might content myself by saying that, as members of the human familj, 
bound together by the cords of a comrmn manhood, there is no hiitn iii 
wrong to which we can justly be insensible, nor is there any human sor- 
row which we should not seek to relieve ; but I prefer to say, on this oc- 
casion, that, as citizens o!" the United States, anxious for the good nam:;, 
the repose, and the prosperity of the ll'.;public — ttiat it may be a ble-ssiir^ 
and not a cursi; to mmkiiid — there is nothing among all its diversified in- 
terests, under the National Coastitution, with whicii, at this moment, Wb- 
have so much to do ; nor is; therii anything with regard to wliich our 
duties are so irresistibly clear. I do not dwell on the scandal of Slavery 
ill the national capital — 'Of Slavery in tlie national territories — of t!i-! 
coastwise slave-trade on the high seas beiieatli the national iiag— .ill of 
which are outside of State limits, ami witiiin tiie exclusive jurisdiction of 
Congnvss. where you and I. Sir, and tivery freenian of the Nortli, ai'e coiii- 
p died to share the responsibility and help to bind the chain. To disiod^: 
Slavery from these usurped footholds under t!ie 0;)nstitiition. and tlms 
oiice to relieve ourselves from a grit;vous responsibility, and to begin H^' 
great work of em incipation, were an object wortliy of an exalted ambitio:i. 
Hnt iiefore even this can l.>e cemmenced. there is a great work, more tluii 
any othirr importa,nt and urgent, which must I).:- consummated in the d^*- 
miin of national pivlitic.^, and also here at horn ) in the Free Stat'js. Tli' 
National (rovernment itself most be (iuv.incipateil, so that it shall no longer 
wear the yoke of servitude ; and Slavery in all its pretensions mu-t I'' 
dislodged fr()m its usurp !d ioothold. in the, Tree .Stites them-^elvtss, t.lin> 
r<dieving ourselves from a u:rievi)n-< rtisp Kisibilit)' at our own dnors. i\'.i'l 
en\ancipating the North, nm mcipation. even witliin the national jnri>- 
<iiction, ca!v bi; achieved only tlirough this emancipation of the Pr.'C Stat'-'^. 
accompanied by the complete erian-Mpation of the National (^overntn Mit. 
Ay. Sir. eni incip ition at tlie South can be reachiul only through theemin- 
cip.ition of th'i Nortli. And this is my answer to the interrogatory. 
liave we at the Ni>rth to do with Slavery ? 

But the answer may be made yet more irresistible, while with mingie! 
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FOiTow nnd f-hame I portray Ihe tyrannical po^vcr which holds \is in thral- 
doii!. KofwithslaiHliiig' all its excels of inuiilicrs. wealth and inti'llipeiico, 
ihc North is now the Ya??al of an OLlGAllCB'^i', whoFc siiigh; inf-piratiou 
ccincs from Slavery. According to the official taljlos of our recent con- 
FU5 ihe f!/av('■7r)af;t(rf.—TrlQ\^. women and children, all told — are only 
THREE HrKDKED AKl) FOirrY-SEA'KN TIIOX SAKI) ; and yet thi's 
Hiinll company now dominates over the l^ipnblic, determine^^ its national 
]-.oliey, dispohxs of its cilices and Fways all to its absolute will. AViih a 
^vatch^ulncs8 that never sleeps and an activity that ne^er tin p — witii as 
iTinny eyes as Argus and as many arms as liriarenr — tlie SLAVE OLl- 
GAKCilY assei'ts its peipetual and int-aliate masteidom ; now scvizin.j? a 
Ireud territory once co'vercd hy a time-honored ordinance of Freedom ; 
now ihreatening to wrest Cnha ticm Spain by violent war or hni'dly less 
vioU'nt purehaK; ; now hanl\ering for another slice of Me>;ieo, merely to 
find new scope for 81av(^ry ; now proposing to once nuire f jimtho 
liideons. heaven-defyirjg Slave-traele. and thus to nplenish its f-hnmblea 
^viili hninan fies-li. aiul now. Vy the lips of an eminent Senator, ajt^ertiii,!^ 
on juulacions ch\im to the whole group of the "West Indies, whether held 
l y Holland. Spain, Fiance or England as " on.r Southern inlands,'" while 
il assails the independence of Uayti. and stretches its treacherous ambi- 
tion even to the distant Valley of the Amazon. 

In maintaining its power, the Slave Oligareiiy has applied a new test 
for ( flice, very difierent from that of Jt lici^-en : 'Ms he honest ? Is lie. 
cniable? Js he faithlnl to the constitution ? Th.ese thitigs are all for- 
intlen now in th.e controlling question "Is he laithlul to Slavery?"' AVith 
'.irvegant (;Stracism it excludes from ev( ry nr.Iional onice all who cannot 
r'?]!ond to this test. So com])h'te and irratione.l has this lyi'anny bt come, 
tliat at this moment while 1 now S])ealN. ceuld VViishinglon, J( tierson ov 
I'liinklin orice Uiore descend iiom their spheres above to min{:ile in our 
I'.liairs and bless us with our wif-d(im. not one of tljim, with his reeorde<i, 
\ihntracl( d , opinions on Slaveiy. could rfceive a ncminatiiiU tor the I'l-e- 
siilrncy fr(im a JSational Convent.icin of eiilur (sf the late great political 
piiilies : n.or, stranger still, could either of iIh fc sainted patriots, wlto.'^e 
luiiiKs alone open a pei'pelual lountain of tratitude in all your hearts, be 
Cdiiliimed by the Senate of the I'nited Slat(s lor ar,y politieiil funetion 
'Aliiiiever under Ihe Isational Govern.menl- — not i^ven loi'the e.fiiee of J'ost- 
ina.-tcr. 'What 1 now sav. amid your natural astonii-imient. 1 have mure; 
iiinn gnco uttered from my st nt in the Senate, and no man tln i-e has made 
nil answer, for no man who lias sat in its seer(-t ses-sions and th(re learned 
die lest which is practically yppliul could make iin answer: and I ask 
veil to aeeej)t this statunent aa my teslim(»ny. derived i'rom tin.' ex])<.'i-;enee 
wliieli has been lot. "^'es. felldw-eit !Z( ns. bail this tisl paevidled in 
tlu- earlier days. Wiishingion; — lirst in war. lirst in peace, and lii-st in the 
liearts of his countrym(=n — eould r^ot have been creatul (leneralissimo <if 
tjit' American li.ices; .Jt llersen eould riot have taki n his ]d!;ee on the 
umiittee toelralt the Declai'ation of ln<i<. ])endenee ; and brardciiii ce>ul(l 
uut liuve gone forth to Franee with the eemmis!-ion of the inlant Republic 
U-'i-M.'ure ihe invaluable alliance ol' that an,e!<'nt kingdom. 
^ And this giant strength is used with' a [.'iaiil h( arllei-sness. 'Wy a erm 1 
i enueiment. w iiieli iias n.o ^()Ulee in the f.'ensliiutidr,— -wliieii deties justiee 
I ^-^\hiell trani])les em liun>anity-— and wbieh lebels against ( Jed. The Free 
i Stales are made tb.e hunting-ground for slaves, and y(tu. and I, aiid all 
!^*''e(i eitiKcns. are snmmened to join iii Uie leatli^-< lue a)id alihoi-rid work. 
Uiui" h(-arts and jn<l|.ments. sv.-it lo feel and (Kin.<len!n. will not r?fjuirf- 
nie \() » >p(!Sf l)^_-i'e tli(> abe.mination of llie b'ugili\-e Sla\e bill or its uit» r 
I inicor.srn unor.ality. f!lse\\here 1 have done this. an<l never iieen answt'rtd. 
i ^l-a• will you (xi-eet ikat an eriact nient. !■ o entirely devoid ef all just sane- 
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tlon, shouUl be called by the sacred namQ of law,' History sfci.ll repeats 
the lauti:iuige ia which our fathers persevered, when they deiiouncad tho 
last oinaiiafcion of British tyranny, whioh heralded the Revolution, as tlio 
Boston Port BUI, and I am content with this precedent. I have said ihiit 
if any man finds in the Gospel any support of Slavery, it is because Slav- 
ery is already in himself; so do .1 now say, if any man finds in the Coii- 
Btitution of our country any support of the Fugitive Slave bill, it is bo- 
cause that bill is already in himself. One of our ancient masters— Avis- 
totle, I. think — tells us that every man has a beast in his bosom ; but the 
Northern citizen who has the Fugitive Slave bill there, has worse than a 
beast— a devil ! And yet in this bill— more even than in the ostracism at 
which you rebel — does the Slave Oligarchy stand confessed ; heaHlcss, 
graspisig, tyrannical ; careless of humanity, right or the Constitution; 
wanting that foundation of justice which is the essential base of every 
civilized community; stuck together only by confederacy in spoliation; 
and constituting in itself a magnmn latrocinium ; while it degrades the 
Free States to the condition of a slave plantation, under the lash of a vul- 
gar, despised and revolting overseer. 

Surely, fellow citizens, without hesitation or postponement, you will 
insist that this Oligarchy, shall be overthrown ; and here is the foremost 
among the special duties of the North, now required lor the honor of the 
Republic, for oui own defence, and in obedience to God. Urging this 
comprehensive duty, I ought to have hours rather than minutes before 
me: but in a few words you shall see its comprehensive importance. 
Prostrate the Slave Oligarchy, and Slavery will cease at once in the Na- 
tional capitol. Prostrate the Slave Oligarchy, and liberty will become 
the universal law of all the national territories. Prostrate the Slave Oli- 
garchy, and the slave-trade will no longer skulk along our coasts beneatii 
the national Hag. Prostrate the Slave Oligarchy, and the National Gov- 
ernment will be at length divorced from Slavery. Prostrate the Siave 
Oligarchy, and the whole national policy will be changed irom Slavery 
to Freedom. Prostrate the Slave OligaiVny, and the North will no longer 
be the vassal of the South. Prostrate the Slave Oligarchy, and the North 
will be lifted to its just share in the trusts and honors of the Republic, 
Prostrate the Slave Oligarchy, and you will possess the master-key to na- 
lock the whole house of bondage. Prostrate the Slave Oligarchy, and the 
gates of emancipation will be open at the South. 

But without waiting for this consummation, there is another special 
duty to be done here at home on our own soil, which must be niiide Cree 
in reality as in name. And hero I shall speak frankly, though ^not with- 
out a proper sense of the responsibility of my words. I know that I can- 
not address you entirely as a private citizen ; but .1 shall say nothing bore- 
whicl) .[ have not said elsewhere, and which I shall be proud to viviilicaie 
everywhere. A lie,'' it has been declared, " should be trampled out aiuj 
extinguished forever,'' and surely you will do nothing less with a wielded 
and tyrannical cmictment like tliis. Tbe ^Fugitive Slave bill, while it 
continues unrepealed, must be>iadc a dead" letter, not by violence ; no^ 
by any unconstitutional activity of intervention ; not even by hasty con- 
Hict between jurisdictions ; but by an aroused Public Opinion, whieb, m 
its irresistible' might siu\ll blast, with contempt, indignation and abhon'-ence. 
all who consent to be its agen!,s. Thus did our fatliers blast all wbo ('ijj 
become ilie agents of the Stamp Act ; and surely thuir motive was suudl 
compared with ours. The Slavc-huntcr who drags his victim froni Atrica 
is loathed as % monster ; but I defy any aenteness of reason to itidicatc 
the moral dinbrence between this act and that of the Slave-hunter \v>iO 
drao's his victim from our Northern free soil. A few puny persons calling 
thcmsolvcs tiie Congress of the United States, with the titles of Keprcsou- 
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tetlvos and Senators, cannot turn .wrong into right — cannot change a raan 
into a thing — cannot reverse the irreversible law of God — cannot malie 
him wicked who^ hunts a slave on the burning sands ol' Congo or Gninea, 
and make him virtuous who hunts a slave in the colder streets of Boston 
or New Tork. Nor can any acuteness of reason distinguish between the 
bill of sale from the kidnapper, by which the unhappy African was origi- 
nally transferred in- Congo or Guinea, and the certllicate of the Commis- 
sioner, by which, when once again in Freedom, he was reduced anew to 
bondage. The acts are kindred and should shore a kindred condemnntioa. 

Ooe man's virtue becomes a standard of excellence for all, and tlicre is 
now in Boston a simple citizen whose example may be a lesson to Com- 
missioners, Marshals, Magistrates, while it lills all with the beauty of a 
generous act. I refer to Mr. Hayes, w^io resigned his place in the city 
police rather than take any part in .the pack of the Slave-hunter. He 
is now the door-keeper of the public edifice v^'hich has been honored this 
winter by the triumphant lecture on Slavery. Better be a door-keeper in 
the bouse of the Lord than a' dweller in the tents of the ungodly. For 
myself let me say that I can imagine no office, no salary, no consideration , 
which I v^ould not gladly forego rather than become in any way an agent 
\ for the enslavement of my brother man. Where, for me, would be com- 
[ fori, or solace after such a work ! In dreams and in walking hours, in 
j solitude and in the street, in the study of the open book and in conversa- 
[ tion with the world, wherever I turned, there my victim would stare me 
ill the face, while from the distance rice-fields and sugar-plantations of the 
South, his cries beneath the vindictive lash, his moans at the thought of 
I liberty once his — now, .alas ! ravished away — would pursue me, repeating 
I ilio tale of his fearful doom, and sounding — forever sounding — in my 
I ears, "Thou art the man." Mr. l^rcsideiit may no such terrible voice ever 
I fall on your soul or mine ! 

I Yes, Sir, here our duty is plain and paramount. While the Slave 01i~ 
I garch), through its unrepealed Slave bill undertakes to enslave our free 
'Soil, we can only turn for protection to a Public Opinion worthy of a 
humane, just and religious people, which shall keep perpetual guard over 
tlio liberties of all within our borders ; nay, more, which, like the flaming 
sword of the cherubim at the gates of Paradise, turning on every side, 
sliall prevent any Slave-hunter irom ever setting foot on our sacred soil. 
Klsewiiere he may pursue his human prey ; he may employ his congeuial 
flood hounds and exult in his successful game. .But into these domains 
oj Freedom he must not come. And this Public Opinion, with Freedom 
as its watchword, must proclaim not only he overthrow of the Slave bill, 
''Ut also the overthrow^ of the Slave Oligarchy behind — the two pressing 
^uties of the North essential to*our own emancipation ; and believe me, 
'-'ir, while they remain undone nothing is done. 

^Ir. President, far 'ali-eady have I trespassed upon your generous pa- 
tience, but there arc other things which still press for utterance. Sonic- 
tiling would I say of the arguments by which our Enterprise is commend- 
(■'d: something also'of the appeal it makes to men ol" every condition, and 
s^omething also of union as a vital necessity among all wiio love Freedom. 

i know not if our work can be soon accomplished, I know not, Sir, if 
you oi- 1 can live to sec in oar Kcpublic the vov/s of the Fathers at length 
'[ihilkMl as the last fetter falls from the limbs of the last^^plave. But one 
tiling I do know beyond all doubt or question, that this iinterprisc must 
go on— that in its irresistible current it will sweep schools, colleges, 
'-i^urciies, the intelligence, the conscience and the religious aspiration of 
[.'■'^ nuul, while all who stand iu its way or speak evil of it are laying up 
^1" their children, if not for themselves, days of sorrow and shame, ik-t- 
t^'i' to strive in this cause even unsuccessfully than never to strive at all. 
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There is no weapon in the celestial armory of truth ; there is no sweet 
influence from the sides ; there is no generous word that ever dropped 
from human lips, which may not be employed. Ours, too, is the urgu- 
ment alike of the Conservative and the Relbrmer, ibr our cause stands 
on the truest conservatism and the truest reform. Itf*'sceks the conserva- 
tion of Freedom itself and of kindred historic principles ; it seeks also the 
reform of Slavery and of the kindred tyranny by which it is iiphehL Re- 
ligion, morals, justice, economy, the Constitution, may each and all he in- 
voked ; and one person is touched by one argument, while another person 
is touched by another. Youdo not iorget how Christopher Columbus won 
Isabelkx of Spain to his enterprise of discovery. He first presented to ber 
tlie temptation of extending her dominions, but she barkened not. He 
next promised to her the dazxling wealth of the -Indies, and still she 
barkened not. But when at last was pictured to her pious imagination 
tlie poor heathen witli souls to be saved, then the youthful Queen poured 
her royal jewels into the lap of the Genoese adventurer, andat her expense 
that fleet was sent forth which gave to Spain and to mankind a new world. 

As in this enterprise, there is a place for every argument, so also is 
there a place for every man. Even as on the broad shield of Achilles, 
sculptured by divine ait, was wrought every form of human activity ; so 
in this cause, which if the very shield of Freedom., whatever man ca"n do, 
by deed of speech, may find its place. One may act in one way, and 
another in another way ; but all must act. Providence is felt through in- 
dividuals ; the dropping of water wears away the rock ; and no man can 
be ?:o humble or poor as to be excused from this work, while to all tlie 
happy in fortune, genius, or fame, it makes a special appeal. Here is 
room for the strength of Luther, and the sweetness of Melancthon ; for 
the wisdom of age, and the ardor of youth 5 for the judgement of the 
statcFman and the eloquence of the orator ; for the grace of the scholar, 
and the aspiration of tlie poet ; for the learning of the professor, and the 
skill of the lawyer ; for the exhortations of the preacher, and the persua- 
sion of the Press ; for the various energy of the citizen, and the abound- 
ing sympathy of woman. 

And still one thing more is needed, without which Liberty-lovmg men, 
and even their arguments, will fail in power — even as without charity all 
graces of knowledge, speech and faith arc said to jn'ofit nothing, I mean 
that Unity of Spirit — in itself a fountain of strength — which filling the 
people of the North, shall make them tread under foot past antipathies, 
decayed dissensions," and those irritating names which now exist only as 
the tattered ensigns of ancient strife. It is right to be taught by the 
enemy, and, with the example before us and their power brandished in our 
very faces we cannot hesitate. With them Slavery is made the main- 
spring of political life and the absorbing centre of political activity ; with 
them all differences are swallowed up by this one idea, as all other rods 
were swallowed up by the rod of Aaron ; with them all unite to keep the 
National Government under the control of slave-masters; and surely we 
should not do less for Freedom than they do for Slavery. We too must 
be united. Among us. at last, mAitual criticism, crimination and feud 
must give place to mutual sympathv, trust and alliance. Face to face 
against the Slave Oligarchy must be rallied he UNITED-MASSES of the 
North, in compact political association — planted on the everlasting base 
of justice — knit together by the in.stincts of a common danger, and by the 
holy sympathies of humanity — enkindled by a love of Freedom not only 
for themselves, but for others — determined to enfranchise the National 
Government from degrading thraldom — and constituting the BACKBONE 
PARTY, pov/erful in numbers, wealth and intelligence, but more power- 
full still in an inspiring cause. Let this be done and victory will be ours. 



